
 
 

 
 
 

 

Building Insight 
 

 
Written by Terry Fulljames, AmeriSpec of Northern B.C.

 

Buried Oil Tanks
When buying a home with a 
possible buried oil tank, 
information can be very 
limited. This why consulting 
with senior citizens in the 
neighborhood can be your 
best information. 

 
In many parts of Canada, oil heating 
was widely used before natural gas 
became available. When gas became 
available, most communities switched 
over from oil within a few years due to 
the reduced heating cost and 
convenience.  
Not all oil tanks are subterranean. The best way 
to determine if a buried oil tank was present on 
the property is by looking for evidence. Oil tanks 
are typically buried within 10 feet of a home 
usually at the side or back of the building away 
from the driveway to 
facilitate filling. Fill 
spouts and air vents 
attached to tanks were 
present when the tank 
was in use and many 
have been removed, 
but the tank is still 
present. Inside the 
building copper ½ 
tubing installed in the 
concrete slab or wall may be visible. The lines 
can be found in the furnace room area in a pair - 
a supply and a return line. In my experience lines 
in the concrete indicate a buried oil tank and oil 
lines in the basement ceiling indicate an above 
ground oil storage tank. 
 
 

Oil tanks that have leaked have been 
known to cause 
significant 
environmental 
cleanup costs 
In some cases the 
house may have 
undergone 
considerable changes 
leaving no signs of 
what type of heating was 
used before gas. Some homes were heated with 
wood, coal or had electric heat. Consider consulting 
with the municipality regarding building permit 
records regarding buildings with substantial 
changes.   
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