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Drain Tile
Drain tile configuration and products 
have evolved over the years to better 
protect homes from moisture 
infiltration and settling issues 

Drain tile is a term used to describe a foundation 
perimeter drainage system. The early perimeter 
foundation drainage systems consisted of clay tile 
formed in 12 inch segments linked/placed 
together in a row at the base of the outside of the 
exterior foundation wall and extended to a storm 
drain pipe or suitable drainage area such as a 
hillside or lower ditch. Today black plastic Big O 
pipes and/or perforated 
PVC pipe are used and 
often connected to a 
municipal storm sewer.  
Today most municipal 
residential applications call for a separate drain 
system to be installed for rain water from gutters 
and downspouts due to problematic issues with 
overloading during storm events. Additional 
issues with older drain tile include silting out or 
filling of the drain tile with fine sand or soil washed 
in with ground water. Drain tile can also fill up 
from debris washed in from rain gutters, which 

stresses the importance of gutter screens. 
Aggressive roots from willow trees and lilac bushes 
can completely block drain tile, rendering the system 
useless, which can put basements at risk of flooding.  
 
If your home has an older perimeter drainage 
system, you may not have any warning regarding 
blockages until there is sudden demand on the 
drainage system from melting snow or a significant 
weather event. When in doubt always error on the 
side of caution and discharge water from 
downspouts to the yard at least 6 feet away from the 
building. If basement moisture infiltration persists, 
installing a sump pump is the next best option. 
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