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Proper Drainage
Installing proper drainage is one of 
the main considerations regarding 
protecting your investment long term 

 
Good water management off the roof and the 
surface of the property is required to prevent long 
term settling and issues with seasonal moisture 
infiltration. Generally, if more water is deposited 
near a foundation, more settling and cracking can 
occur. Water can wash away fine material under 
footings causing movement. Depending on soil 
type, water can cause issues with frost. Clay-type 
soils, for example, can freeze and expand due to 
moisture and cause lateral pressure resulting in 
foundation damage. This often is associated with 
horizontal cracking in concrete foundations. 
Issues related to water damage in driveway areas 
are common; asphalt settles as moisture 
infiltrates cracks. Sealing out water and directing 
downspouts at least 6 feet from a foundation 
component protects it long term. At the roof level, 
installing and maintaining good quality rain gutters 
protects the exterior of the building. Water can 
wear through roof shingles when allowed to 
cascade onto lower roofs. Issues with splash-up 
can cause unnecessary deterioration and 
infiltration at the ground and deck levels. Installing 
leaf guards on rain gutters can reduce yearly 
cleaning cycles and prevent gutters from 
overflowing. To improve yard surface drainage it 
may be necessary to add soil to low lying areas 
around the building or bring in a mini excavator to 
reshape the yard or driveway to create positive 
drainage away from the building. Consulting with 
a landscape or driveway upgrade specialist can 
be one of the most important considerations 
regarding protecting your investment in the long 
term. 
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