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Hot Water Tanks 
 

Not all domestic hot water tanks are 
created equal. Water composition and 
site conditions will ultimately determine 
how long your water heater will last. 

 

Hot water tanks come with a variety of interior coatings 

to extend the life of the product and the durability of 

the tank is reflected in the price of the unit. Most large 

retail stores categorize tanks as Good-Better-Best 

offering better warranties for the best products. Old 

water tanks can leak without warning, causing 

substantial water damage in many cases. Many 

insurance underwriters now require that water tanks 

be replaced when older than 10 years. This typically 

comes up when a new policy is underwritten. 

 Site conditions and water quality can have an adverse 

effect on water heaters. Heavy mineralization or 

sediments often found in well water can build up in the 

tank causing inefficiency and failure. Always install 

good filtration for well water and use water softeners. 

High humidity often found in crawlspace areas can 

corrode the water tank, causing unsafe conditions and 

premature failure. Controlling humidity has other 

benefits as discussed in various hand out sheets 

offered by your Amerispec inspector. When buying a 

storage type hot water tank, there are four things to 

consider: Quality, Size, Efficiency and Recovery Rate. 

This may also take into account the many new hybrid 

choices that are now on the market with heat pumps 

and solar panels. There are basically three sizes for 

homes with one tank; regular, large and extra-large. 

Tanks are often sized to the home and number of 

bathrooms and large soaker tubs. This table is a 

general guideline. Fine tuning your size choice can 

easily be done on line. 

 You can extend 
the life of your 
hot water tank by 
flushing away 
sediments every 
6 months by 
connecting a 
garden hose to 
the drain valve 
on the bottom of 
the tank 

Save energy by adjusting the temperature down to about 

120 degrees or so that you can just keep your hand 

under the flowing hot water alone. This also improves 

safety for children. Note that some dishwashers require 

higher water temperatures to clean properly. Most new 

tank designs have improved insulation and no longer 

require wrapping to save energy. Gas hot water tanks 

have a better recovery rate (heat up faster) as the gas 

burner usually provides more energy to heat the water. 

Gas water heaters also require maintenance (in some 

cases every six months) by removing scale or deposits 

from inside the burner chamber. Thermocouples can also 

become corroded, requiring cleaning or replacement. See 

the plumbing section of your Home Repair Manual 

provided with your inspection binder for additional 

maintenance items.  
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 Gas &Electric 

Number 

in family 

Minimum Size tank 

Up to 4 40 U.S. Gal  / 33 Imp. 

Gal./  151 Liters 

Up to 6 50 U.S. Gal  / 41 Imp. 

Gal (189 Liters) 

Up to 8 65 U.S. Gal / 54 Imp. 

Gal (246 Liters) 


